
Augustinian Announcements 

Minister’s Message
I'm sitting on a train making my way to Connecticut for a concert and a few 
vacation days. With the use of technology, everyone is only a call, text, or email 
away. Everyone needs a 
rest from the hustle 
and bustle of the world, 
not just during the 
summer but every day. 
We take those mini-
va c at i on s wh e n we 
pray.  

When we take time for 
daily prayer we shut off 
technology and the rest 
of the world to focus on 
o u r s p i r i t u a l 
conversations. Prayer is 
getting closer to and 
d e v e l o p i n g a  
relationship with God, 
often through other Holy 
people. Prayer provides a greater sense of direction and purpose in your life, 
betters your mood so that you are more positive and joyful in your witness to 

others, and helps you cope with and 
overcome the difficulties life brings 
your way as you carry your 
particular cross.  

If you have not done so, try Marian 
Consecration to help deepen and 
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enrich your spiritual life. Marian consecration 
is the act of entrusting one’s body, soul, 
possessions, works, and entire life to the 
protection, guidance, and intercession of Our 
Lady. So this consecration is a very Franciscan 
thing to do along with daily praying of the 
Rosary. 

Pointing towards October in which we 
celebrate Our Lady of the Rosary, I am 
reminded that our Mother Mary, the great 
intercessor, doesn't need all these new fangled 
gadgets in order to communicate with us. All 
that is needed are simple beads and a willing 
heart. The Rosary, when properly prayed 
allows us to enter into the mysteries and life of 
our Lord Jesus and his Mother. 

During the month of October, Please Pray that 
Third Decade of the Rosary for our One 
Secular Franciscan Order and our Brothers 
and Sisters of the Franciscan Families. 

Love, Peace, and Joy from your sister in Christ 
and Francis, 

Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Minister, St. Augustine Fraternity 
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S t . A u g u s t i n e 
Secular Franciscan 
Fraternity
Based in Pittsburgh, PA, the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order is called to rebuild 
the Church in the example of our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis of Assisi. 
We seek to encounter the living and 
active person of Christ through  our 
relationships with each other, and 
t h r o u g h a p o s t o l i c a c t i v i t y i n 
fraternity and in the world, going 
from Gospel to life and life to the 
Gospel. We typically gather on third 
Sundays at 1:30pm in Hyacinth Epp 
Hall on 37th St., next to St. Augustine 
Church (Our Lady of the Angels 
Parish).  

Minister Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Vice-Minister Steve Critchlow, OFS 
Secretary Roberta Heintz, OFS 
Treasurer Jack Patnik, OFS 
Formation Director  
Jeanne McNulty, OFS 
Councilor Dorothy Dulski, OFS 
Councilor Joe Terleski, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant  
Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM. Cap.  

St. Augustine Fraternity 
P.O. Box 40198 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

T h e P i t t s b u r g h 
Poverello
The monthly newsletter of the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Order of 
Franciscan Seculars, The Pittsburgh 
Poverello aims to animate our 
fraternal life and mission in its OFS 
charism, and to communicate and 
record the activities and intentions of 
the entire fraternity. It is emailed to 
the fraternity prior to monthly 
gatherings. Print copies, mailed and 
available at fraternity meetings, use 
recycled paper. All submissions are 
welcome! Please email them to 
robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
Submissions should be Franciscan in 
tone and content, are subject to 
editing, and are not guaranteed for 
publication.



Calendar

Note: Events marked “P” are sponsored by our brothers at The Port, a ministry of 
the Capuchin Franciscans. See portpgh.com. 

September  
18 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm  
 St. Joseph of Cupertino 
22 P: Discussing Beauty, 7:00pm 
23 St. Pio of Petrelcina 
 St. Padre Pio Mass, St. Augustine Church, 7:00pm 

October 
3 Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi, St. Augustine Church, 7:00pm 
4 St. Francis of Assisi 
8 St. Birgitta of Sweden 
16 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
19 St. Peter of Alcantara 

Announcements
  
September Ongoing Formation 
Josette Baker will speak on Bl. Duns Scotus. 

Transitus 
On October 3 at 7:00pm, Our Lady of the 
Angels parish will celebrate the Transitus of 
St. Francis of Assisi in St. Augustine Church. 
We need Franciscans to attend!  

Rite of Candidacy 
In October, we will celebrate the Rite of 
Candidacy for Craig Yankes and Cathy 
Gamble. 
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For Our Franciscan Spirit 

Keeping the Rule
Chapter 2 - Article 7 

United by their vocation as “brothers and sisters of 
penance,” and motivated by the dynamic power of the 
gospel, let them conform their thoughts and deeds to 
those of Christ by means of that radical interior 
change which the gospel itself calls “conversion.” 
Human frailty makes it necessary that this 
conversion be carried out daily. 
On this road to renewal the sacrament of 
reconciliation is the privileged sign of the Father’s 
mercy and the source of grace. 

St. Clare of Assisi’s Mirror:
From the Fourth Letter to Blessed Agnus of Prague

Happy, indeed, is she to whom it is given … to cling with all her heart to Him whose 
beauty all the heavenly hosts admire unceasingly, whose love inflames our love, 
whose contemplation is our refreshment…. Inasmuch as this vision is the splendor 
of eternal glory, the brilliance of eternal light and the mirror without blemish, look 
upon that mirror each day … and continually study your face within it, so that you 
may adorn yourself within and without with beautiful robes and cover yourself 
with the flowers and garments of all the virtues, as becomes the daughter and 
most chaste bride of the Most High King. Indeed, blessed poverty, holy humility, 
and ineffable charity are reflected in that mirror, as, with the grace of God, you can 
contemplate them throughout the entire mirror.  

Look at the parameters of this mirror, that is, the poverty of Him who was placed 
in a manger and wrapped in swaddling clothes. O marvelous humility, O 
astonishing poverty! The King of the angels, the Lord of heaven and earth, is laid in 
a manger! Then, at the surface of the mirror, dwell on the holy humility, the 
blessed poverty, the untold labors and burdens which He endured for the 
redemption of all mankind. Then, in the depth of this same mirror, contemplate the 
ineffable charity which led Him to suffer on the wood of the Cross and die thereon 
the most shameful kind of death. There, that Mirror, suspended on the wood of the 
Cross, urged those who passed by to consider, saying “All you who pass by the 
way, look and see if there is any suffering like My suffering!” … From this moment, 
then, O queen of our heavenly King, let youself be inflamed more strongly with the 
fervor of charity! 
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From Saint Francis of Assisi

“Who went to meet death singing” 
  — Thomas of Celano 

He went to meet death singing— 
That saint of bygone years,  
Who held the purest laughter 
As much divine as tears. 

He went to meet death singing— 
And all the way he trod 
Proved courtesy unchanging 
A quality of God. 

He went to meet death singing— 
His life of joy outrun 
Whom Dante for his fervor 
Did liken to the sun. 

He went to meet death singing— 
And to the blessed throng 
He soared with Christ triumphant, 
Himself a soul of song . . . .  

  —Jane C. Crowell



Franciscan Resources
St. Augustine Fraternity Website, Newsletter, & Facebook Page 

www.ladypovertyregion.org/st-augustine-fraternity-1 
https://www.ladypovertyregion.org/httpladypovertyregionorgnewsletter 
www.facebook.com/staugustineofspittsburgh 

Regional OFS Website & Newsletter 
www.ladypovertyregion.org 
La Probrecita: https://www.ladypovertyregion.org 

National OFS Website & Newsletter 
    https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org 

The Tau: https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/ 

International OFS Website & Newsletter 
www.ciofs.org 
Vox Franciscana: https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/ 

Retreats and Pilgrimages 
St. Francis Pilgrimages: www.stfrancispilgrimages.com 

Page  of 6 7

http://www.ladypovertyregion.org/st-augustine-fraternity-1
https://www.ladypovertyregion.org/httpladypovertyregionorgnewsletter
http://www.facebook.com/staugustineofspittsburgh
http://www.ladypovertyregion.org
https://www.ladypovertyregion.org
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org
https://www.secularfranciscansusa.org/tau-usa-newsletter/
http://www.ciofs.org
https://ciofs.info/news/vox-franciscana/
http://www.stfrancispilgrimages.com


Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 

Profession Anniversaries
September 
18 Clara May Byerly 
19 Stephen Sawcak 
25 Jennifer Kiley 

October 
15 Michael Cresanta 
17 Jack Patnik 
17 Thomas O’Connell 
19 Al Burkhart 
20  Dorothy Dulski 
 Donald Martini 

Jubilarians: Jennifer Kiley - 20th Year! Jack Patnik - 40th Year! 

Please Pray for Our Homebound Sisters and Brothers
Clara Byerly  
Pat Colonna 
Evelyn Conflenti 
Mary Ann Dapprich   

Betty Fritzley 
Thomas O’Connell 
Marie Stockey 

Let us also pray for 
Brother Al Burkhart 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions
September: Abolition of the Death Penalty 
We pray that the death penalty, which attacks the dignity of the human person, 
may be legally abolished in every country. 

October: A Church Open to Everyone 
We pray for the Church; ever faithful to, and courageous in preaching the Gospel, 
may the Church be a community of solidarity, fraternity and welcome, always 
living in an atmosphere of synodality.
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